cTMIMARY OF TET HISTCRY OF RECREATION IN TES CITY GF LAKEWDLOD

The histcry of rscreation in Lakewood goes bpack to World War
7. On June 21, 1918 the City of Lakewcod recsived & recelpt
fvom the Citizens Savings and Trust Company for $214,500 wnich
covered the purchass price ci the Rhodes Estate, surrently kncown
25 Lakewocd Park. Immediately after the property was acguired
improvements were made for the purposs of making it desirzble
for park usse. Plcnic tables were purchzsad the first vesar,
fencing was erschted soon ait and t© following vear saw ths
construction of teilst facil es and the installation of
lights.

Ten years pricy to the acguisition of the Zncdss properiy,
she Citv received from Ann Wagsr alnhost TWO Acres of laznd in the
Madigon-Hilliard area. This area, known as Wagar Park, was
acceptad by the city Ifor a public park and/or library site. The
terms of the agreerent reguired the city to mzke ceriazin improve-
ments to the plot, thus making it desirable for park use. The
city complied with these demands with the result that today
wagar Park 1is a well developed facility.

"zdison Park was purchased for the sum of $40,000 dur ing
February, 1917. In 1919 $11,0C00 wzs voted by Council to iTp ove
the site for park purpose. Equipment similar to the type in
lLakewoond Park was purchased and installed.

At aboui this same time Sc
C1if+ton Park Associaticon and t©
fventually %the operation of the property was tuvnﬂﬂ ovar
+he Board of Trustees of the Cleveland Metropolitan Park Board
as Lakewood's contribution to the Cleveland ﬂetropol1"an
WG”lOnal Park System. Lakewcod still retains title to the
rea, however, and the ball diamonds are operated by the Lake-
wcod Recreation Department.

nic Parx was mu:chaseﬁ from the
Q

i"c'r

The city initiated a recreational program shortly after
these large areas wers acguired. In 1921 the City Council voted
funds for a summer recreation program. That first city
snnronriaticn providing for leadsrship was extended for an
-34iticnal two weeks when the Council voted z Ifurther approprias
siom of $100. =ven at that sarly dats, incidental certzin
nattsrng of playground ivss znd usse showsd up
~inued until the prase ire.

Zzrriscn School grounds
2 summer play Dregran. I
£ the Harriscn Schocl was
: i idren was concsrned BS:
o} zkawced Tark, thougnh, becauss
ra, The dzngsy @I Crossing TWO
zin reasons given for thils nesga
cn program was flsxiple enough
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giilted in oa lack of the types of play ars:s 30 &s53sn-
a well-bDalanced racreaticn orogran. )

Azide from the actual capital 1mprovement program of the
Park Sysitem the recreatlonzl appropriations were increased
from year to year. The program was so developed bv 182% that
it took more money to keep it going than could be sparsd from
the operating budget of the Park Departmsnt. As z resulit, a
tax levy propesal providing feor 2 1/10 mill for recreational
purposes was submitted to the public., The electorate zpoproved
the issue, which incidentzliv, was for a £ive vear period,
and this meant that the recreatlon program finally had its
cwn source of income. The initial sum azmounted to about
312,000 in 1225, and rcse each vear as the tax duplicats of the
city increasea. In 1230 the same ilssus, agzin Zeor 1/10 mill
was submitted to the citizens and again was approved for a

ive year perloed,

The overall administratio I the recresation progran had
become guite complex by 19825, Tiis was primarily due to the
many organlzations interested in participating in the recrea-
tion program. 7The City Council scought to clarify the matter
by relinguishing its control of the program and giving it over
To the Boara of Educaticn. Ths Zoard agreed o thisz proposal
and has bsen 1n charge of recrezation sver since. It wag agresd
that the city would maintain city owned playv areas, such as
Wagar and HMadison Parks, but the Board would assume the respons
bility of providing the program and supervision on the areas,
in additicn, of course, to supervising the plav on school owned
property. Lakewood Park was exempited from this because it was
developed for a different type of operation. The agreement has
worked out satisf‘c;orlly, but it would seem to place an undue
burden on the Board of Education should the Cle acquire mors
properties than the Board could possibly supervise.

n

When the Board first took over
ware available only for the directo
program was no more extensive than
out by the city. Graduzally, though,
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